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Diary - September

MELLING CHRONICLE

The Chronicle is available in PDF format at www.mellingwithwrayton.net
Please send items for the Melling Chronicle to the editor: mellingchronicle@yahoo.co.uk 
Please supply text as a Word document or by email. Photographs are always welcome at a high resolution. 
If you have an interesting, relevant, high resolution image for the front or back cover, please send it in for 
consideration.
The Melling Chronicle is a forum open to everyone in the village. The views expressed in articles and letters are 
not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Parish Council, and they cannot accept responsibility for goods or 
services advertised in the magazine, although advertisements are accepted in good faith. The Editor reserves 
the right to edit or exclude items submitted for publication, and no liabilities are implied or accepted.
Deadline for any contribution is the 20th of the preceding month.
The Melling Chronicle is published monthly except for January and August.

ADVERTISING

Please contact: The Parish Clerk mellingwithwraytonpc@gmail.com
Charges for 10 editions/Full Page £90.00/Half page £55.00/Quarter page £40.00
Single entry: By negotiation
Please note that anyone submitting an article, notice, letter or advertisement for inclusion in the Melling 
Chronicle is responsible for the content (including factual accuracy) this rests solely with the originating 
individual or organisation.

4 Sep Pub Night - Melling Village Hall 7.30pm

4 Sep Synopsis & Information Evening - Hornby Institute Page 12

5 Sep Dominoes and Whist -  Hornby Institute 7pm

7 Sep Lunesdale Probus Club - Trip Page 22

8 Sep Hornby Pensioners Trip - Hornby Institute Page 18

12 Sep Ramblers Walk - Hornby Car Park Page 21

12 Sep Hornby Pensioners Coffee Morning - Hornby Institute 10am

12 Sep A Heritage Day with a difference! - St Wilfrid’s Church 11am

12 Sep Grand Jumble Sale - Hornby Institute 2pm

14 Sep The Early History of Melling - Online presentation Page 6

18 Sep Movie Night - Melling Village Hall 7pm

19 Sep Dominoes - Hornby Institute 7pm

21 Sep Lunesdale Probus Club - Talk Page 22

22 Sep Parish Council Meeting - Melling Village Hall 6pm

26 Sep Macmillan Coffee Morning - Tunstall Village Hall 10am

29 Sep Bishop Philip Meeting - St Wilfrid’s Church 7pm

30 Sep Craft Day - Melling Village Hal

http://www.mellingwithwrayton.net
mailto:mellingchronicle%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
mailto:mellingwithwraytonpc%40gmail.com?subject=
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News From Melling And Wrayton
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

THE PARISH COUNCIL HAS A NEW WEBSITE AND NEW EMAIL!
In order to conform with government rules our new website is:

https://www.mellingwithwrayton-pc.gov.uk/

this will exist along side the present website:

https://www.mellingwithwrayton.net/ for the time being.

If you have any queries, please email the clerk:

clerk@mellingwithwrayton-pc.gov.uk

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd September in the 
Village Hall with the Parish Forum at 6pm and the Parish Council meeting at 6.30pm.

The Proposals for the new unitary authorities have been published for more info:

https://lancashirelgr.co.uk/proposals 

https://www.mellingwithwrayton-pc.gov.uk/ 
https://www.mellingwithwrayton.net/ 
mailto:clerk%40mellingwithwrayton-pc.gov.uk%20?subject=
https://lancashirelgr.co.uk/proposals 
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News From Melling And Wrayton
EDUCATIONAL GRANTS AVAILABLE

Do you live in the parish of Melling, 
Wennington or Wrayton?

Are you going to University?

Are you an adult looking to retrain?

Does your child have a school residential 
trip coming up?

If any of the above apply then you (or your child) could be eligible for a grant from St 
Wilfrids Educational Trust. 

WHAT CAN THE TRUST FUND?
1. Educational or School Visit for both Primary and Secondary School Students
2. Educational Material for University/ Further Education (such as topic related books, 
supplementary courses)
3. Adult educational training/ retraining (such as formal online learning or adult college)
4. Special Educational Needs Software Licences (such as Clicker 8 and Docsplus Literacy 
Software)
5. Special One Off Extra-Curricular Events (such as Sporting Championships or Camps)

WHAT CAN’T THE TRUST FUND?
1. Musical Instruments
2. Uniform
3. Sporting or Educational Equipment 
4. Regular extra-curricular lessons (such as weekly/monthly dance classes or tennis 
lessons) 

HOW TO APPLY?
Simply email the Secretary via stwilfridseducationaltrust@gmail.com briefly explaining 
what you are applying for, where you live, how it will benefit you and the cost. 
Alternatively, applications in writing can be sent to the Secretary R. Fawcett - 7 Gillison 
Close, Melling, Carnforth. LANCS. LA6 2RD.

WHEN TO APPLY?
NOW! Applications can be sent in at any time of the year and they will be considered 
at the trustee meetings held in October and March. The next meeting will be held on 
October 5th 2026.
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NEWS FROM ST. WILFRID’S CHURCH

In the past couple of months the very successful heritage event 
in June and recent press publicity surrounding the discovery 
of the gold coins have certainly put St. Wilfrid’s on the map! 

Lots of donations and messages of support have been coming in, 
from across the UK and abroad. We now urgently need a committed 

group of people from the local community to take things forward. To this end, Bishop 
Philip has written a letter to everyone in the Parish and will be holding a meeting in 
church on Monday 29th September 2026 at 7pm.  A copy of this letter should be 
delivered with this Chronicle and it is also available to view on our FaceBook page, 
church website and other social media outlets. We hope that the meeting will be well 
supported.

As part of the Diocesan Centenary celebrations, we will continue to celebrate the 
cultural and historic importance of St. Wilfrid’s Church Melling by holding  ‘A Heritage 
Day with a difference!’ on Saturday 12th September from 11am-3pm with displays in 
the church, talks, refreshments and the first public screening of a new film in Melling 
Institute.

THE DAY WILL INCLUDE
• Bellringing and Heritage displays, including a special feature on the life of the 
remarkable Catholic Anne Fenwick, whose tomb is in the church.

• At 11:30am “The miraculous discovery of the gold coins” – a short talk by the Rev. 
Jane Lee.

• At 1pm in Melling Institute “Echoes Through Time: West Gallery Music and the two 
Pipe Organs of Melling Church” – an illustrated talk by Hugh Smith, followed by a tour 
of the organ and some playing of this wonderful instrument.

• In the Institute, throughout the day, the first public screening of the film “A fly-
through tour of St. Wilfrid’s”, where you can see the church from both familiar and 
inaccessible viewpoints, using drone footage.

• Refreshments will be available in the Institute throughout the day - (if you can 
help with serving refreshments or provide cakes, please contact Sue Flowers at sue@
greenclose.org).

This event will be followed by an online presentation on Monday 14th September at 
7pm entitled “The Early History of Melling”. This will be a repeat of the illustrated 

News From Melling And Wrayton
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News From Melling And Wrayton
talk given in June, for those who may have 
missed it or want to hear it again. The talk 
can be accessed via Zoom – meeting ID 
8304395 2912, passcode 439920.

All proceeds from the events will go to 
St. Wilfrid’s Building Trust to fund the 
much needed repairs to the fabric of the 
building. We hope that the money raised, 
along with donations received from the 
other events, will be able to provide 
match-funding for grants.

St. Wilfrid’s Church group

You can now donate to the upkeep of our beautiful ancient 
church by contributing to our online fundraiser. 

Scan the QR code to get started!

Your kind donations keep the building running and the church 
an active place of worship.

We deeply appreciate all the funds we receive. Thank you!
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News From Melling And Wrayton
MELLING VILLAGE HALL EVENTS

Are you interested in joining the committee, 
and for all bookings? 
Why not contact:  
Mary: 07970705496  
Sandra: 07713883632
for more info.

MELLING VILLAGE HALL PUB NIGHTS 
Friday 4th September, from 7.30pm.
Friday 2nd October from 7.30pm.

Why not come along, meet up with friends and  
have a great start to the weekend.

MOVIE NIGHT Making use of our audio-visual equipment: 
BALLAD OF WALLIS ISLAND - 18th September 2026 
Tickets: £6.50, Doors open at 7pm and the film starts at 7.30pm.

Musician Herb 
McGwyer, formerly 
half of folk duo 
McGwyer Mortimer, 
arrives on the remote 
Wallis Island off the 
coast of Wales, where 
eccentric widowed 
superfan Charles 
Heath has contracted 
him to play a show 
before a select, 
private audience. 
After winning the 
lottery, Charles travelled the world with his late wife Marie, who loved McGwyer 
Mortimer, spending all their money. They then won the lottery again and retired to the 
island, where Marie died five years prior to the events of the film.

Charles brings Herb to stay at his home, presenting his £500,000 fee as a suitcase of cash…

Melling Craft Day
Wednesday 

 30th September
See poster for further details 

please book by  
Monday 28th September
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LOOKING AHEAD........IN MELLING VILLAGE HALL

Pub Night 4th September 2026 Friday 7.30pm

Film Night 18th September 2026 Friday 7.30pm

Craft Day 30th September 2026 Wednesday 10am-4pm

Pub Night 2nd October 2026 Friday 7.30pm

Afternoon  
Tea & Film 14th October 2026 Wednesday 2pm

Contact Sandra 07713883632 or 
Mary 07970705496 for further details.

This event will be repeated 
on the last Wednesday of each month.

Warm!

Wednesday 26 March
10am - 4pm

Melling Village Hall

Plenty of room-large

tables!

£10 to include 
a soup and sandwich lunch. 
Bottomless tea and coffee

Bring your own materials& equipment
Good company

News From Melling And Wrayton

FILM AND AFTERNOON TEA - 14TH OCTOBER
Come along to our warm Village Hall and enjoy afternoon tea and a 
glass of Prosecco whilst watching the comedy film “Ladies First”. 
Male chauvinist Damien Sachs learns how sexual discrimination 
feels after a hard fall transports him into a matriarchal society, 

where he must face the daunting Alex Fox, a female adversary 
matching his ruthlessness. 

Tickets £17.50, must be booked in advance by phoning Mary on 07970705496

Vegetarian, gluten free etc catered for but they must be specified when booking.

IMPORTANT—Access to the Village Hall

The lock on the front door has been changed.

If you book the village hall you will be asked to provide your mobile number. The code 
for the new keysafe will be sent to your phone, where you will find the front door key. 

The code will be directly linked to the time you book the hall and the key must be 
returned to the keysafe when you leave.

A fine of £25 will be incurred if the key is not returned after your visit.

You will receive further information on booking.

For bookings please call 

Sandra 07713883632 or Mary 07970705496.
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THE FRIENDS OF  

ST JAMES THE LESS CHURCH

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!

SATURDAY, 24TH OCTOBER 2026 

At St James the Less Church

QUIZ NIGHT WITH SUPPER 
(AND BAR BY DONATION)

Further details coming in September

But please register your interest with 

Margaret Whatmough on 07796 661891

Maggie.whatmough@gmail.com

EASYFUNDRAISING FOR THE VILLAGE HALL

Remember Melling Village Institute are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE donations for us 
every time you shop online. 

Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – 
at no extra cost to yourself!

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really 
appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely 
FREE and only takes a moment.

Scan the QR code or you can find our easyfundraising page at: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/melling-village-institute/?utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1.  
They also have an app. Thank you.

News From Melling And Wrayton

GRAND JUMBLE SALE

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING

Saturday 12th September

Hornby Institute at 2pm

Bric a Brac and Bargains Galore

Raising funds for Tatham Church

Saturday 26th September

Tunstall Village Hall

10am-12pm
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News From Melling And Wrayton

INGREDIENTS:
●  butter for greasing
●  2 tbsp demerara sugar
●  500g plums
●  For the cake
●  175g butter
●  175g dark muscovado sugar
●  140g golden syrup
●  2 eggs, beaten
●  200ml milk
●  300g self-raising flour
●  ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
●  1 tbsp ground ginger
●  1 tsp mixed spice

METHOD
1. Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Grease and line the base of a 23cm (9”) 
square cake tin with baking parchment. Butter the paper generously and sprinkle with 
the demerara sugar. Halve the plums, remove the stones and arrange in the base of the 
tin in one layer, cut-sides down.

2. For the cake, melt the butter, muscovado sugar and syrup in a large pan over a low 
heat, stirring until smooth. Cool for 10 mins, then stir in the eggs and milk. Sift in the 
flour, bicarbonate of soda and spices, then mix to a smooth batter.

3. Pour the batter into the tin, over the plums, and bake for 45-55 mins until firm to 
the touch. Cool in the tin for 10 mins, then turn out onto a wire rack and leave to cool. 
Will keep in the fridge, wrapped in baking parchment and foil, for up to 5 days.

COOKING CORNER ... PLUM CAKE 
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Website: www.benthamphysio.com
Email: info@benthamphysio.com

 
 
 

Private Hire Taxi 

Friendly and professional for all occasions 
 

Airport - Shopping - Train station - Evening out - Day out 
                       07901 752 892         ade_to_b 
 
 

Excellent rates 
Ade Francis 

Based in the Lune valley, 
adrianfrancis103@gmail.com meeting your needs 
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Handy Harry Services 
Property Maintenance & Repair  

(No job too small!) 

Are you looking for a reliable, local tradesman for the 
household jobs that you never get round to doing yourself?

Handy Harry Services offer a domestic repair and maintenance 
service in the locality of Lancaster and the Lune Valley.  

Estimates and advice are offered free of charge.   
Simply call the number below to arrange a convenient 

appointment. 

Mobile 07973 923 276 
Fields View. Wrayton, Carnforth, LA6 2QU 

ANDREW WHITAKER

Gardener 
Painter/Decorator 

Tel. (01524) 69806
Mob.  07900 905 026

awhitaker112@googlemail.com

ADVERTISING 

 IN THE  

MELLING CHRONICLE

The Chronicle is distributed around Melling, Wrayton 
and Wennington, therefore an advert placed will reach 
a lot of local people who are looking to support local 

businesses. 

Contact:  

The Parish Clerk 
mellingwithwraytonpc@gmail.com

mailto:mellingwithwraytonpc%40gmail.com?subject=
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Contact Sandra 07713883632 or 
Mary 07970705496 for further details.

This event will be repeated 
on the last Wednesday of each month.

Warm!

Last Wednesday of the Month
10am - 4pm

Melling Village Hall

Craft DayCraft Day

Plenty of room-large

tables!

£14 to include lunch &
Bottomless tea and coffee

Bring your own materials& equipment
Good company
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News From The Neighbours
HORNBY PENSIONERS - SEPTEMBER 2026 

DOMINOES AND WHIST EVENINGS 
These evenings will begin at 7pm in Hornby Institute. 
Meetings take place in Hornby Institute. 
For information regarding these events, please contact: 
Eileen Barton on 07780461517

• 5th September: Dominoes and Whist 
• 19th September: Dominoes

SUMMER SEASON OF TRIPS CONTINUES:        

Tuesday 8th September 
A visit to Southport, followed by Fish and Chips in Great Eccleston.

A chance to walk around the boating lake perhaps 
or enjoy a coffee in one of the cafes along Lord 
Street. This trip is one of the shorter ones, 
beginning at 10am and returning at around 
6pm. The cost of the trip is £12 for members 
and £14 for non- members. Unfortunately, 
the cost of the fish and chips could not be 
included, however, at a cost of £12 for the 
excursion, in the best of company, this is 
not to be missed.

You may book this trip by visiting Kath 
Helme at the Hornby Institute on Wednesday 
or Thursday morning between 10am and 12 
noon. You may also contact Kath at these times on 
the Institute Number of 015242 22227.  
Booking early is recommended.

Saturday 12th September. 
Coffee Morning

This will be held downstairs in the Institute from 10am to noon. There will be raffle 
prizes and a produce stall, donations for which will be gratefully received.
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MELLING WITH WRAYTON 

COMMUNITY GROUP

Keep in touch with the latest goings on 
by joining the new Melling with Wrayton 

Community Group on Facebook. 
All welcome!

dpJOINERY

David Pickering, DP Joinery

T: 07527860948 

E: dpjoineryuk@gmail.com

• Fitted wardrobes, furniture and shelves

• Window and door fitting, and repair

• Glazing and reglazing

• Kitchen installation

• Wooden flooring

• General Joinery and Handyman service

• Painting and decorating

No job too small, Don't hesitate to contact 
me to discuss your requirements
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Joules Kirkby Lonsdale 
015242 71390

Market Square, Kirkby Lonsdale, LA6 2AN
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Lowfold Landscapes
Garden Maintenance & Design

Planting Schemes, Turfing
Decking, Paving, Patios

Topsoil & Stone
Grass Cutting
Tree Surgery

Call Philip Howson

07816 813 848

Fully Insured

Dog Walking 
and

Dog Sitting Service

Abbie Kirkwood

07710407314
email:

abbiekirkwood16@gmail.com

Gardening 
General tidying, 

Maintenance, 
Lawn Mowing, 

Hedge Cutting, Pruning 
etc. 

Restoration of 
overgrown gardens a 

speciality. 

Reasonably priced and 
reliable service. 

Contact Stephen on 
07763860340

The Catholic church of:
St Mary’s (Hornby),

is now being looked after by the clergy at the Cathedral Parish in Lancaster. 
The serving clergy are: 

Rev Fr John Millar (Cathedral Dean) & Rev Fr Philip Wrigley.
If you need to contact the clergy, please email us at:

clergy@lancastercathedral.org.uk Website: www.lancastercathedral.org.uk

Saturday Vigil:
18:00 - St Mary’s, Hornby
18:30 – Cathedral, Lancaster

Sunday:
09:00 – St Thomas More, Lancaster
10:30 – Cathedral, Lancaster
18:30 – Cathedral, Lancaster

Parish Weekend Mass times for this area:
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News From The Neighbours
HORNBY DISTRICT RAMBLERS 2026 PROGRAMME

Meet at Hornby Car Park to leave at 9.30am prompt – Or at parking area for start of the walk

A contribution for 2026 towards fuel costs, if sharing £3 per person for the shorter distance or £4 for a longer 
distance. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION £5-00. 
Phone Jenny Herd for details of walks: 015242 21690 or contact the walk leader

DATES DISTANCE LEADER(S)

SEPTEMBER 12th 4-6 miles SUSAN RIGBY – (srigby@btinternet.com)

SEPTEMBER 26th  6-8 miles JENNY H –(015242 21690) 

OCTOBER 10th 4-6 miles HAZEL - (hazel.ellerbysayer169@btinternet.com) 

OCTOBER 24th 6-8 miles PETER EDGE - (015242 22176)

NOVEMBER  14th WALK, AGM  and lunch COMMITTEE

DECEMBER -12th 4-6 miles JENNY H (015242 21690)

2026 COMMITTEE 
Jenny Herd, Peter Edge, 
Chris Kynch, Richard Kenyon, 
Joan Mitton, Ros Davey

CONSTITUTION OF THE CLUB
1. The club is Hornby District Ramblers
2. The club exists to provide guided rambles for the enjoyment of the members
3. A committee of a chairperson, secretary, and treasurer and four members 

will be elected at the AGM
4. The AGM will be held in November
5. The annual subscription will be fixed at the AGM
6. Third party insurance is provided
7. Members walk at their own risk
8. Visitors on rambles are welcome
9. All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult
10. NO dogs are allowed on rambles
11. This constitution can only be amended at the AGM
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LUNESDALE PROBUS CLUB

Aah! The long hot days of summer! How much we groaned at the prospect of yet 
another day of uninterrupted sun! And how quickly the memories fade as I look out of 
my window at a sudden torrential downpour! Still, the end(?) of August brings us closer 
to the joys of autumn and the return of Probus from its summer break.

We start the new season with an 
expedition to the wonderful museum 
at Beamish on September 7th. This 
amazing place with its vast collection of 
reminders of our industrial heritage, its 
many activities and and varied methods 
of transport is a must for anyone with the 
even the smallest interest on our past. 
Highly recommended and a greaat way to 
kick off the season.

September 21st will see us being 
entertained by another and very different 
look at the past. Linda Powell has spent 
her working life in the pharmacy business 
and has a fund of good stories about her 
experiences in Pharmacy Over The Years: 
much more than pills and prophylactics 
coming our way!

Trust No One! Is the watchword of our speaker on October 3rd: Adrian Taylor will give 
us the lowdown on the many and varied scams that lie in wait for the unwary in this 
increasingly digitised world that we all have to navigate. Not to be missed!

Oh! A Camp Granada moment! The sun has reappeared! But Mother, Father please 
don’t ignore this letter!!

All friends, family and guests welcome as always to the Hornby Institute on the first 
and third Monday of the month. Coffee and biscuits from10am, meeting called to order 
at 10.30am Any queries to:

John Poole, Secretary (07713827032)

News From The Neighbours
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Graham Fawcett Plant Limited      015242 62888 

Unit 3 Bentham Industrial Estate, Bentham LA2 7NB 

Tractor Mowers ▪ Self Propelled & Push Mowers  

Chains, Bars and Accessories ▪ Oil ▪                        
Chain and Blade Sharpening 

Chainsaws ▪ Hedge Trimmers ▪ Strimmers ▪ Blowers 

* ALSO, SERVICE OF ALL TYPES OF TRAILERS * 

 

 

HAYTER and TORO mower range now in stock. 
 

STIHL PRODUCTS IN STOCK.  RANGE OF MOWERS IN STOCK. PART EX WELCOME. 

GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICE & SALES 

CLEANING
ERRANDS / SHOPPING

DOMESTIC HELP / HOME CARE

20 minute welfare checks or
longer appointments available.

Independent, qualified carer,
Local, fully insured, DBS checked.

www.kirkbylonsdalehomehelp.co.uk
sue@kirkbylonsdalehomehelp.co.uk

07481896573
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