
 ● Mary Leech (1881-1963) lived at Swallow’s Nest from May to October 1917, awaiting 
the birth of her first daughter in November; her second husband, Dr Ernest Bosdin 
Leech (1875-1950), was on army medical service in France.

 ● Emily Barker (1867-1955) was a visitor from Tatham, where she lived with the family 
of her brother-in-law, the Rev. Arthur Senior Roberts (1867-1939) at the Rectory of St 
James the Less.

 ● Grace Barker (1892-1994) had also been living at Tatham Rectory, after a period of 
service as a nurse in France; for the summer of 1917, she stayed at Swallow’s Nest, 
which she had found for Mary Leech to rent.

How were these three women related? 

 ● Emily and Grace were aunt and niece: Emily was the sister of Robert Barker (1866-
1912), the father of Grace Barker. 

 ● Mary and Grace became stepmother and stepdaughter in 1904 when, after the death of 
Grace’s mother, Robert Barker married Mary Walder, who had been Grace’s governess. 

 ● Emily and Mary were thus sisters-in-law.

Emily’s father Robert Barker died in 1912; Mary Barker married Dr E. B. Leech in 1916, 
and Grace Barker married Herbert Brough Usher (1892-1969) in 1923.

In October 1939, at the church of St James the Less, Tatham, Emily, Mary and Grace were 
among the chief mourners at the funeral of 
the Rev. Arthur Senior Roberts:

 ● ‘Miss Barker (sister-in-law)’ is Emily.

 ● ‘Mrs H. B. Usher’ is Grace.

 ● ‘Mrs E. B. Leech’ is Mary.

The funeral service was conducted by the 
Rev. W. J. A. Burrow, Vicar of Melling.

THREE WOMEN AT  
SWALLOW’S NEST, MELLING

During the summer of 1917, three women, all related to the Barker family of 
Todmorden were staying at, or visiting, Swallow’s Nest, Melling:

Lancaster Guardian 6 October 1939



MARY WALDER/BARKER/LEECH OF TODMORDEN, BLACKPOOL, MARPLE, 
MELLING AND MANCHESTER (1881-1963)
Mary Walder was born on 11 July 1881 at Shooters Hill, Manchester, Jamaica.

Mary’s father, Heinrich August Walder, the son of a weaver, was born in Zürich on 14 May 
1837. He became a Moravian minister and moved in 1864 to Australia, and then in 1869 
to Jamaica, where he died at Mizpah, Manchester, Jamaica on 10 August 1895, ‘a great 
road-maker as well as a missionary’. His wife, Mary’s mother Anna Charlotte née Lees, 
was born on 23 November 1847, and died in Jamaica on 16 December 1914.

In 1891, Mary came to England, and was a pupil at the Moravian Fulneck school, Leeds, 
where her siblings had previously been pupils. Before 1914, she returned just once to 
Jamaica, probably after her father’s death in 1895. In 1899, Mary applied for the post of 
governess with the Barker family: in the 1901 census we find her at 9 Carlton Terrace, 
Blackpool. Aged 19, she is ‘Daughter’s Governess’ to the 8-year-old Grace Barker, in the 
household of Robert Barker ‘Cotton Spinner and Manufacturer’ and his wife Kate Barker née 
Fielden, with three domestic servants. The Barkers had moved from Todmorden to Blackpool 
for the sake of Kate’s health, which is probably why they had taken on a governess. 

But Kate Barker died on 18 April 1901, and 
on 5 January 1904, Robert Barker married 
Mary Walder, at the church of St James the 
Less, Tatham. The service was conducted 
by the Rev. A. S. Roberts, who in 1898 had 
married Mary Jane Roberts née Barker, the 
sister of Emily Barker and Robert Barker.

At some time between 1907 and 1909, Robert, his wife Mary and his daughter Grace 
moved from Blackpool to Beechwood, a substantial residence in Marple, where Grace 
became a Cheshire member of the British Red Cross Society. The 1911 census records 
Robert Barker, Cotton Spinner, Mary Barker aged 29, Grace Barker aged 18, and three 
household servants. (The 1911 census is the first to record the number of rooms in each 
property – in the case of Beechwood, 16 rooms ‘including kitchen but not scullery, lobby, 
closet, bathroom nor washhouse or office/shop.’)

From the Todmorden & District News,  
8 January 1904



In 1909, now comfortably installed at 
Beechwood, Robert still maintained his links 
with Blackpool, as the following newspaper 
report shows: while driving Mr Barker from 
Blackpool to Skipton, his chauffeur passes 
through a police speed trap in Bentham…

But in 1912, death struck the Barker 
family once more: Robert Barker died 
at Beechwood on 9 October; there is a 
memorial window in St James the Less 
church, Tatham, paid for by Mary and Grace.

Among those attending to Robert Barker at 
Beechwood in 1912 was Dr Ernest Bosdin 
Leech of Manchester, whose own father 
had died in Manchester on 16 April that 
same year. In 1914, in Blackpool, Mary 
underwent an operation for appendicitis. 
She later moved to Gloucestershire to 
receive training in agriculture, and on 3 
April 1916, at St Swithin, Leonard Stanley, 
Stroud, Glos, she married Dr Ernest 
Bosdin Leech; her stepdaughter Grace 
Barker was a witness. (Unfortunately for 
family historians, the bridegroom’s name is 
recorded as ‘Ernest B Luck’!)

Dr Leech, who had served at Red Cross hospitals in Manchester from June 1914, enlisted 
in February 1915 in the Royal Army Medical Corps, serving from late 1915 in France, India, 
Mesopotamia and Belgium until being wounded in November 1917. 

On 5 May 1916, a month after their wedding, the couple sailed from Southampton to India; 
they were at Bangalore until April 1917, when Dr Ernest Leech went to France, and Mary 
to England, where she stayed briefly at 16 St John Street, Manchester, before moving to 
spend the summer (May to October), with her stepdaughter Grace Barker, at Swallow’s 
Nest, Melling, to await the birth of her first daughter.

Lancashire Evening Post, 20 October 1909

Robert Barker’s will was reported in the  
Burnley News of 31 May 1913



For 2-3 weeks from 28 May 1917, Dr Ernest Bosdin Leech, on leave from France, joined 
Mary and Grace Barker at Swallow’s Nest.

Here he is in the garden:

 
 
… and by the Lune:

‘EBL’ returned to service at general 
hospitals (Hardelot) in France and field 
ambulances in Belgium: De Panne, St 
Sixtus and Vlamertinge west of Ieper/Ypres; 
the first battle of Passchendaele began on 
12 October. On 2 November, the Gloucester 
Echo, Cheltenham, reported on its front 
page that Captain Ernest Bosdin Leech 
RAMC had been wounded:

In November 1917, Mary moved to Chadlington, 59 Daisy Bank Road, Victoria Park, 
Manchester, where her first daughter, Pauline Mary Leech, was born on 18 November. 
(From May 1942 to 1945, Pauline worked at Bletchley Park Hut 6 and Block D6, and from 
1946-73 was Assistant Librarian at Chetham’s Library, Manchester; she died on 3 February 
1994 in Manchester.)	



Ernest and Mary’s second daughter, Ann Bosdin Leech, was born in Manchester on 16 
November 1919. (In 1970 Ann managed a unit for homeless families for Manchester Social 
Services; she died on 21 Apr 2009 in Windermere.)	

In January 1920, Mary’s sister-in-law Jane Walder née Bull died; her funeral was at 
Cheltenham parish church, where Mary’s brother, the Rev. Ernest Walder 1873-1951 
(formerly an assistant master at Cheltenham College) had taken services; among the 
wreaths were those from Mary and from Grace:

The 1939 Register shows the Leech 
family still living at 59 Daisy Bank Road, 
Manchester: Ernest, Mary and their two 
daughters. Dr Ernest Bosdin Leech died 
on 19 September 1950. Mary died on 26 
February 1963. Both Mary and Ernest are 
buried in Chorlton Cemetery. See: www.
findagrave.com/memorial/124032158/mary-
leech 

Ernest Bosdin Leech (1875-1950)
Ernest Bosdin Leech was born in Stretford, Manchester on 9 April 1875, son of a wealthy 
local cotton magnate and landowner, Sir Bosdin Thomas Leech (1836-1912), mayor of 
Manchester 1891-92. 

Educated at Cheltenham College, Christ’s College Cambridge and Manchester University, 
on graduation ‘EBL’ became a member of the Royal College of Surgeons and in 1913 
joined the Manchester Royal Infirmary. By 1914 he was a lecturer in the School of 
Medicine at Manchester University. On the outbreak of war, he volunteered to serve in 
the British Red Cross Hospital at Worsley Hall as a medical officer. Here he treated the 
first casualties to arrive from the front, these being Belgian soldiers. In February 1915 he 
enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corps and served in France from late 1915. In 1916, he 
married Mary Barker whom he had met in Manchester in 1912. During the War he would 

Chelltenham Chronicle, 17 January 1920
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write her over 600 letters. These still exist and are held by Chetham’s Library. In 1940, he 
published the registers of Tatham Fells and Tatham churches.

Like his father, Dr Ernest Bosdin Leech was a remarkable diarist, noting down every 
event from day to day. Chetham’s Library, Manchester, where Ernest and Mary’s daughter 
Pauline was Assistant Librarian from 1946-73, holds the Leech Family Papers which 
include his childhood diaries, his accounts of his trip to Europe in 1909, and a daily record 
of his experiences as a medical officer during the First World War. He also wrote vividly 
about the Blitz on Manchester and Salford in 1940. He was also an enthusiastic local and 
family historian. (notes adapted from Mike Whitworth, Manchester Museum)

For the timeline of Ernest Bosdin Leech, see: http://www.gatheringthethreads.co.uk/other/
p453.htm#i9041

David Nott

With acknowledgements to Mike Winstanley,  
Secretary of the Tatham History Society
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