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Diary For September

MELLING CHRONICLE

The Chronicle is available in PDF format at www.mellingwithwrayton.net
Please send items for the Melling Chronicle to the editor: mellingchronicle@yahoo.co.uk 
Please supply text as a Word document or by email. Photographs are always welcome at a high resolution. 
If you have an interesting, relevant, high resolution image for the front or back cover, please send it in for 
consideration.
The Melling Chronicle is a forum open to everyone in the village. All news and views are welcome, but the 
Editor reserves the right to edit text if necessary.
Deadline for any contribution is the 20th of the preceeding month.
The Melling Chronicle is published monthly except for January and August.

ADVERTISING

Please contact: The Parish Clerk mellingwithwraytonpc@gmail.com
Charges for 10 editions/Full Page £70.00/Half page £40.00/Quarter page £25.00
Single entry: By negotiation
Please note that anyone submitting an article, notice, letter or advertisement for inclusion in the Melling 
Chronicle is responsible for the content (including factual accuracy) this rests solely with the originating 
individual or organisation.

MELLING WITH WRAYTON  

COMMUNITY GROUP

Keep in touch with the latest goings on 
by joining the new Melling with Wrayton 
Community Group on Facebook. 

All welcome!

ADVERTISING IN THE 

CHRONICLE

The Chronicle is distributed 
round Melling, Wrayton and 
Wennington, therefore an 
advert placed will reach 
a lot of local people who 

are looking to support local 
businesses.

If you would like to 
advertise here please 

contact: The Parish Clerk 
mellingwithwraytonpc@gmail.com

20th Morning Service - St Wilfrid’s Church 9.30 am

26th Flu Vaccinations starting - Bentham and Ingleton Page 11

Sep Lune Valley Swimming Pool Page 14



PAGE 4

News From Melling And Wrayton

MELLING WITHOUT ST WILFRID’S? UNBEARABLE…

As I walk through the church gate I am engulfed by a 
circlage of house martins, swooping overhead, gulping 
flies and gnats swirling in the breeze. I become dizzy in 
the watching of them and soon abandon any attempts 
to count their number. I stand in awe and wonder at the 
beauty of their flight, their interconnected weaving as 
they sketch out a celestial tapestry invisible to the eye 
but soon to be imprinted upon my soul. This is just one 
special moment on one day in Melling, the place I feel so 
very privileged to live. 

Behind the trees and graves, and the meandering pathways that make up the 
churchyard, is St Wilfrid’s Church a silent, still and majestic backdrop to all of our 
lives. Yet it is so much more; once known as the cathedral of the valley it’s quiet 
omnipresence deserves the title I have given it for many years - the heart of the 
village. But with the early morning services, and a declining amount of them, it doesn’t 
surprise me that the congregation has dwindled. But that doesn’t mean that this 
spiritual edifice doesn’t matter to people... 
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News From Melling And Wrayton

I wonder what St Wilfrid’s means to those who don’t worship here; a grade 1 listed 
building, somewhere to go and wonder at the beauty of the stained glass, a quiet 
place for contemplation and reflection, maybe even prayer? Somewhere to watch the 
children sing and perform, or to listen to internationally renowned musicians, maybe 
even somewhere to go to learn how to bell ring and refine the art of campanology? 

Its grounds provide a resting place for the departed and a haven for the natural world. 
They also play a vital role in providing space for a pathway for residents and visitors to 
walk safely through the village where the road narrows and our pavements disappear.

For many of our community St Wilfrid’s plays an important place to mark the births, 
deaths and marriages of our loved ones. A place to share love, laughter, joy, babies’ 
tears and heartfelt gratitude for the gifts of life and love. A place too for sombre 
reflection, thanksgiving and sadness for the passing of a life lived to the full, or cut 
short by ill-health and tragedy. 

For me it is unbearable to think of Melling without St Wilfrid’s, they are synonymous 
with each other and so intricately connected that we cannot possibly begin to see the 
communal threads that bind us all together through their being. For me St Wilfrid’s 
quietly defines our sense of place and whom we are as a small community living in the 
North West of England.

With the Covid-19 pandemic causing the closure of the church for several months this 
spring, my attention became focussed on the church’s future. Witnessing the closed 
church at Easter broke my heart... some of us cleaned the porch and left flowers 
and decorations; but there was no denying that during the period of the lockdown 
the church felt sad - it’s community was locked outside and with that came a slow 
recognition of the fragility of the place as a building as well as a place of worship.

Not being able to enter St Wilfrid’s on my daily walks meant my attention was drawn to 
the outdoors: I noticed slates blown from the roof smashed on the pathway, the broken 
window in the children’s corner, where a small chink of air passes between the outdoor 
environment and the locked away indoors. Above me the crows were desperately 
trying to re-establish themselves in the church tower, which had had recently installed 
preventative netting. I started to think that if left like this for long the building would 
rapidly deteriorate... and I imagined how sad Melling would feel if the church was 
locked for good! 

I hear reports from St Wilfrid’s Building Trust that the Conservation Architect, required 
to regularly survey the building, indicate that over £100k of work is needed as a 
minimum to keep the fabric of the building viable. This worries me a lot and the wider 
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News From Melling And Wrayton

church community are considering what they can do, it 
is such a large amount and there are so few of us. 
But I wonder what other residents think? Do they 
know that the future of our church building is so 
precarious? How would they feel about living 
here if the church was forced to close? 

We’ve been here before - a public meeting was 
held in the Institute and people came out in force 
to voice their opinion on the importance of the 
church. Despite the valiant attempts of those who 
worship there to raise funds, the odds always seem to 
be stacked against them. It seems that everyone wants the 
church but nobody quite knows how to keep it going and preserve it. 

To me it is clear that St Wilfrid’s needs the love, care and attention of our community, 
which I witnessed given by my grandparents and their generation many years ago. 
We need to show that St Wilfrid’s is important to us now - in order to preserve it for 
generations to come. 

Sue Flowers 

St Wilfrid’s Building Trust is completely separate to the church accounts and 
is purely established to fund and maintain the building costs of this important 
heritage. If you would like to make a donation the bank details for the Trust are 
here: 

HSBC, Market Street, Lancaster
Sort code: 40-27-02
Name of account:  
St Wilfrid’s Church Building Trust
Account number: 21808745 

If you would like to get more involved in helping to  preserve our village heritage 
please get in touch:

sue@greenclose.org  
Mobile: 07940775290
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Handy Harry Services 
Property Maintenance & Repair  

(No job too small!) 

Are you looking for a reliable, local tradesman for the 
household jobs that you never get round to doing yourself?

Handy Harry Services offer a domestic repair and maintenance 
service in the locality of Lancaster and the Lune Valley.  

Estimates and advice are offered free of charge.   
Simply call the number below to arrange a convenient 

appointment. 

Mobile 07973 923 276 
Fields View. Wrayton, Carnforth, LA6 2QU 

ANDREW WHITAKER

Gardener 
Painter/Decorator 

Tel. (01524) 69806
Mob.  07900 905 026

awhitaker112@googlemail.com
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Lune Valley Physiotherapy 
Grad Dip Phys MCSP HCPC 

Wanting to regain ability after illness or surgery? 

Stiff and sore after an accident, broken bone or new joint? 

Have tightness after surgery, accidents or radiotherapy? 

Diagnosed with a life limiting or degenerative condition? 

07934 785 797   leahthephysio@gmail.com 
www.leahthephysio.co.uk 

Specialist experience with scarring after surgery,  
accidents and radiotherapy.

Mark Jonathan White BMSc (hons), BDS (hons) 

A warm welcome awaits you. 
Call in and ask us for more information about: 

Family dentistry, Orthodontics, Replacement of missing teeth, 
Dental Implants, Cosmetic Dentistry, Tooth whitening, 

Orthopaedic jaw and bite problems.  

Opening Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 9am to 5pm 
Thursday (late night opening): 1pm to 9pm 

66 Main Street, High Bentham 
Tel: 015242 64813 
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News From Melling And Wrayton

‘THE PHOENIX PROJECT’

A new visual arts mental health & 
wellbeing programme

Thanks to emergency grant funding 
from Arts Council England, Green 
Close are offering a series of 
accessible creative art workshops 
in partnership with the Lancashire 
Recovery College.

In recent years, studies have 
recognised the importance of 
creative practice and its link to mental health and wellbeing, and at a time when 
many people will be feeling socially isolated as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
The Phoenix Project provides a welcome opportunity to participate in accessible, 
creative activities.

23 contemporary artists will deliver a range of free, online and interactive workshops 
from home, some using post and telephone. A variety of different workshops will run from 
17th August until the end of October. The number of attendees per session is limited, to 
give everyone an opportunity to contribute and participate, so spaces on the workshops 
will be offered on a first come, first served basis. 

To find out more visit: https://greenclose.org/the-phoenix-art-health-project/

Or phone Sue Flowers on 07940 775290

For those interested in signing up to any of workshops, booking details can be found on 
Eventbrite by searching ‘Lancashire Recovery College.’
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Care & Commitment for your Peace of Mind 

 
 
1 Station Road 
HORNBY 
 
T: 015242 22288 
E: info@hornbydaynursery.co.uk 

Ofsted rated us Outstanding in all areas 
 

• Qualified staff who positively enjoy working with children 
• Flexible opening hours to cater for most needs 
• 30 hours free childcare for Pre-School children 
• Dedicated Baby & Toddler facilities 
• Home cooked meals with special diets catered for 
• Secure outdoor play areas in rural environment 
• Safe off street parking 
• Holiday club available during all school holidays 
• Childcare vouchers accepted 
 
Looking for childcare? Call Danielle Brown to discuss your individual 

requirements or to arrange a visit. 

Session Times
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

Morning session:9am - 12.30pm £14.00  (includes lunch period)
Afternoon session: 12.30pm - 3pm - £10.00

Full Day- £24.00
(A school lunch can be provided upon request for £1.10)

Busy Bodies Pre School,
c/o Melling St Wilfrid Church 
of England Primary School,

Lodge Lane,
Melling

LA6 2RE.
015242 21538 Ext 2

All 3 to 4 year olds can access 
15 hours per week of free early 
years entitlement. Some 2 year 
olds are also eligible if criteria 

met.

Busy Bodies Pre-School
c/o Melling St Wilfrid Church of 

England Primary School,
Lodge Lane,

Melling,
LA6 2RE

015242 21538 Ext 2

All 3 to 4 year olds can access  
15 hours per week of free early 

years entitlement.
Some 2 year olds are also  

eligible if criteria met.

Session Times – Monday, Tuesday and Thursday

 ● Morning session: 9am - 12.30pm, £14 (includes lunch period)

 ● Afternoon session: 12.30pm - 3pm, £10

 ● Full day: £24

(A school lunch can be provided upon request for £1.10)

22

“Out of the Woods”
KITCHENS, BEDROOMS & FURNITURE

Fitted or freestanding.
Sustainably sourced timber. Non-toxic finish options.

NEW GENERATION TIMBER SLIDE-AND-TILT
HI-SPEC SASH WINDOWS

Secondary Glazing, Draught-proofing 
JOINERY

25 years working in our community

Mill Lane, Halton, Lancaster LA2 6ND
Tel. 01524 811968

C & L PAVING        
Indoor Paving 

Outdoor Paving 
Fencing & Walling 

Groundworks   
Hard Landscaping 

Powerwashing  
Re-sanding 

Picking & Pointing 

Free no-obligation 
quotations

(015242) 22012
07896 754833

info@candlpaving.co.uk
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All aspects of plumbing and heating undertaken 

Boiler installations 

Full bathroom installations. No job too small. 

For a free no-obligation quote call Paul on 

07748 985 478  or  (015242)  41416

PAUL BRYNE 
Plumbing & Heating

MARTIN KIRKWOOD - BUILDER 
New build, extensions, stonework, renovations, 
slating, roof repairs, loft conversions, plastering, 
fibreglass resin, flat roofs, pointing and patios. 

Painting - Interior & exterior.  

Landscape gardening. 

015242 37778  or 07777606997
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Starting 26th September 2020 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Due to the need for social distancing this year:  
 

ALL FLU VACCINATIONS WILL BE DONE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
 

We have no drop in clinics- Please book a time slot  
online, via the app or via reception. 

 

There will be 4 Saturday clinics: Starting 26th September for 4 weeks. 
All will be between 9.00am and 12.00 noon. 

 

There will also be 4 Wednesday evening clinics: Starting 30th 
September for 4 weeks. 

All will be between 5.00pm and 7.00pm. 
 

 
 Every weekday between 10.00am and 12.00 noon from 28th 

September for 4 weeks. 

BENTHAM SURGERY 

INGLETON SURGERY 

We offer flu vaccinations to all patients aged 65 and over, plus those considered ‘at 
risk’. This includes patients with the following conditions: 

Heart Disease      Diabetes 
COPD       Chronic Kidney Disease 
Asthma (only those on daily treatment) Obesity  
Chronic liver Disease     Plus Pregnant Women 
Plus at risk children and all children born between 1/9/2016 and 31/8/2018 
 

Patients in the new 50-64 cohort are going to be targeted from November with NHS 
England saying this would only be introduced when they are confident of sufficient 

vaccine supplies. 
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The Village Hall Committee would like to thank all who took part in our draw to 
raise funds for our Village Hall. We start a new “season” in September and hope we 
can increase our numbers

£12 secures a place in the monthly draw with a list of winners published in the 
Melling Chronicle. The money raised is divided between Village Hall funds and prize, 
although recent times have been challenging we still have to maintain and improve 
the Hall for future use.

Anyone who has not taken part before and wishes to join  
please contact Maragaret Toase - 015242 21002.

The winners for June:

J.Beeson. £30.30

D. Griffiths. £10.10

A.Tomlinson. £10.10

MELLING VILLAGE 

HALL 100 CLUB

THE STRUMMERS

Strumming in July, at Sockburn House. Social Distancing was the norm, but the cows 
wandered up and became an appreciative audience.

The hardy crew were, 
starting left and round the 
circle: Max Lunt, Roy Pallitt, 
Ged Kelbrick, John Lowery, 
Liz Ward, Ann Parker, Ian 
Parker and Elaine Jones.

The cows refused to give 
their names!

We have been meeting 
every week in the open air.

Ged Kelbrick

The winners for July:

R.Porter. £30.30

A.Murray. £10.10

C.Park. £10.10

The winners for August:

L.Glaves. £30.30

A.Porter. £10.10

Y.Horton. £10.10

Picture courtesy of Alan Porter
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Lowfold Landscapes
Garden Maintenance & Design

Planting Schemes, Turfing
Decking, Paving, Patios

Topsoil & Stone
Grass Cutting
Tree Surgery

Call Philip Howson

07816 813 848

Fully Insured

Dog Walking 
and

Dog Sitting Service

Abbie Kirkwood

07710407314
email:

abbiekirkwood16@gmail.com

Gardening 
General tidying, 

Maintenance, 
Lawn Mowing, 

Hedge Cutting, Pruning 
etc. 

Restoration of 
overgrown gardens a 

speciality. 

Reasonably priced and 
reliable service. 

Contact Stephen on 
07763860340
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News From The Neighbours

LUNE VALLEY SWIMMING POOL.

A message from  Phil Mugford.  
Chair of Lune Valley Community Society Ltd.

Following enforced shutdown of all swimming pools in 
the UK, permission was given to re-open in August. We 
decided to hold off until August 24th in order to provide 
the safest possible environment and guarantee the 
financial viability of the pool.

It is clear that when we open swimming will not be the same in the immediate future 
as it was. All sessions must be booked in advance and new procedures will be in place. 
All are on our website and Facebook page, please read this before booking. The rules 
are designed to make your swim as enjoyable as possible and most importantly – safe!

There will be a reduced timetable from 24th August and a full programme from 31st 
when we welcome back our school partners. The new guidelines reduce the volume of 
swimmers we can have in the pool at any one time to ensure social distancing. This is 
all on the website and Facebook page and if you can’t find a slot for your particular 
requirements let us know and we will try to assist. 

All this places pressure on the finances of the pool and although we have been 
successful in stabilising the finances since the new Trustee team took over at the end of 
2019, the Covid-19 hiatus hit us just as we were building momentum. There are some 
historic debts to overcome but the pool will be viable going forward. This is thanks to 
the support we have had from Lune Valley communities, while the trustees, volunteers 
and staff have all pulled together to ensure that we will come back stronger than ever.

As always we are focusing on making sure that swimming continues to be available for all 
please check out our website and the revised operating guidelines and timetables, as well 
as a very special offer for families. Above all come back and enjoy your pool again. 

Phil Mugford, Chair LVCS

Website: www.lunevalleypool.com  
Facebook: lune valley swimming pool 
Email: poolmanager@lunevalleypool.com  
Direct line pool telephone: (01524) 805666 (Diverted)

Lune Valley Community Society Ltd  Charity no 1176086
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Lune Valley Physiotherapy 
Grad Dip Phys MCSP HCPC 

Wanting to regain ability after illness or surgery? 

Stiff and sore after an accident, broken bone or new joint? 

Have tightness after surgery, accidents or radiotherapy? 

Diagnosed with a life limiting or degenerative condition? 

07934 785 797   leahthephysio@gmail.com 
www.leahthephysio.co.uk 

Specialist experience with scarring after surgery,  
accidents and radiotherapy.

Mark Jonathan White BMSc (hons), BDS (hons) 

A warm welcome awaits you. 
Call in and ask us for more information about: 

Family dentistry, Orthodontics, Replacement of missing teeth, 
Dental Implants, Cosmetic Dentistry, Tooth whitening, 

Orthopaedic jaw and bite problems.  

Opening Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 9am to 5pm 
Thursday (late night opening): 1pm to 9pm 

66 Main Street, High Bentham 
Tel: 015242 64813 
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