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Village Hall AGM

Movie Night: The Choral

Cooking Corner...Turkey Meatloaf
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Diary - June

MELLING CHRONICLE

The Chronicle is available in PDF format at www.mellingwithwrayton.net
Please send items for the Melling Chronicle to the editor: mellingchronicle@yahoo.co.uk 
Please supply text as a Word document or by email. Photographs are always welcome at a high resolution. 
If you have an interesting, relevant, high resolution image for the front or back cover, please send it in for 
consideration.
The Melling Chronicle is a forum open to everyone in the village. The views expressed in articles and letters are 
not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Parish Council, and they cannot accept responsibility for goods or 
services advertised in the magazine, although advertisements are accepted in good faith. The Editor reserves 
the right to edit or exclude items submitted for publication, and no liabilities are implied or accepted.
Deadline for any contribution is the 20th of the preceding month.
The Melling Chronicle is published monthly except for January and August.

ADVERTISING

Please contact: The Parish Clerk mellingwithwraytonpc@gmail.com
Charges for 10 editions/Full Page £90.00/Half page £55.00/Quarter page £40.00
Single entry: By negotiation
Please note that anyone submitting an article, notice, letter or advertisement for inclusion in the Melling 
Chronicle is responsible for the content (including factual accuracy) this rests solely with the originating 
individual or organisation.

1 June Lunesdale Probus Club - Talk Page 22

5 June Pub Night - Melling Village Hall 7.30pm

5 June Village Hall AGM - Melling Village Hall 6pm

6 June Dominoes and Whist Evening - Hornby Institute 7pm

9 June Hornby Pensioners Trip to Windermere - Hornby Institute Page 18

13 June Ramblers Walk - Hornby Car Park Page 21

15 June Lunesdale Probus Club - Talk Page 22

16 June Digging into Melling’s Early History - Melling Village Hall 7pm

19 June Film Night - Melling Village Hall 7pm

20 June Heritage Open Day - St Wilfrid’s Church/Village Hall 11am

20 June Dominoes - Hornby Institute 7pm

24 June Craft Day - Melling Village Hall 10am

27 June Walk - Tatham Fells to Leck Page 10

27 June Ramblers Walk - Hornby Car Park Page 21

http://www.mellingwithwrayton.net
mailto:mellingchronicle%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
mailto:mellingwithwraytonpc%40gmail.com?subject=
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News From Melling And Wrayton
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

The Annual Parish Meeting and the AGM of the Parish Council took 
place on May 19th. Sandra Towers was re-elected as the Chair of 
the Parish Council with Andrew Stevenson being re-elected as the 
Vice-chair.

“OUTDOOR” MATTERS:
This includes footpaths, bridleways, gullies and the general upkeep and maintenance of 
Parish outdoor spaces. The “pollinator patch” on Moorside Triangle opposite the primary 
school is now managed by Lancaster City Council, the remit to extend the wildflower 
area on a permanent basis. Sadly little progress seems to have been made so far. 

The PC have several new “kissing gates” to use to replace stiles which can be difficult 
for people and dogs to negotiate. If this is successful, we have some outstanding PROW 
grants which we could use to purchase more gates.

Whilst the new mowing contractor completed several very neat cuts of the Green and 
verges, the cuts seemed to be on a rather ad hoc basis. During the autumn and winter 
months it became apparent that we do need someone available to complete regular 
checks of gullies and grills, clear leaves and be available for sudden problems (e.g. with 
flooding).

The damaged tree on the Green has been inspected and has damaged branches 
removed. The tree surgeon appointed to carry out the tree survey has completed a 
mid-term update with no issues highlighted for action. 

TRANSPORT:
Buses: 7 buses daily to Kirkby starting at 06.53 last bus 19.13; 9  buses to  Lancaster, 
starting at 0627 last bus 2032.  

SUSTRANS have put the Lune Cycle Route from Morecambe to Ingleton on hold and are 
working instead on loop footpaths so that the general public can enjoy the area without 
having to complete a linear route and then turn to replace steps. Due to the number 
of streams going into the Lune on the east side the PC feel that loop paths on the west 
side would be easier to construct.
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News From Melling And Wrayton
Highways: Two members of the council attended a Lune Valley meeting on traffic. The 
speed on Lodge Lane continues to be a concern especially near the school. 

Potholes remain to be a major problem, though a large amount of patching has been 
completed there are several which have not had work started on them, these include 
Lodge Lane and the A683 towards Hornby (though several have been identified and 
marked with white paint)

The recent heavy rain in March highlighted that although the village itself is unlikely 
to flood badly there are still problems opposite Town End and the access to the village 
near the Sheep Fold, Hornby and Station Yard is often impassable due to flooding on the 
main road.

Several more reports have been made about Vicar Lane following on from those made 
last year and just this week the Lane has been patched though the major work needed 
over the Old Lune seems not to have been looked at.

PLANNING:
Tree works seem to be the main reasons for planning applications, this is as a 
consequence of us living in a conservation area.

Lancaster City Council continues 
meetings for the parish councils 
to explain the latest updates to 
planning, the next being in June. 

And finally, the Parish Council 
has purchased a laptop for the 
clerk’s use and has now got 
its new website, and email 
for the clerk so is compliant 
with the new rules. It is still 
in its infancy, but we are on the 
correct track.

Thank you to the Clerk, Claire and my fellow 
councillors for their help and support 

Sandra Towers. (19/05/2026)
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News From Melling And Wrayton
HERITAGE OPEN DAY

AT ST WILFRID’S CHURCH & MELLING VILLAGE HALL
Saturday 20th June, 11am - 4pm

IN THE CHURCH:
Heritage displays examining church history and its importance to village life; 
Bellringing, Organ Music, Melling Strummers and at 2pm, a special concert of 18th 
Century rural church music and West Gallery choir music by the Gladly Solemn 
Sound Choir.

IN THE HALL:
Heritage displays examining rural life and the social history of the parish. Delicious 
refreshments; food and drinks throughout the day

All proceeds towards St Wilfrid’s Building Trust
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News From Melling And Wrayton

DIGGING INTO MELLING’S EARLY HISTORY

THE PREHISTORIC TO MEDIEVAL PERIOD IN MELLING AND LUNE VALLEY LOCALITY 

16TH JUNE 7PM AT MELLING VILLAGE HALL 

Cost per person - £4.00  
(all proceeds will be donated to the 
Church Building fund). 
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be 
available.
Melling appears as a relatively 
important place at the time of the 
Doomsday Book. Why should that be? 
My talk will delve into what evidence 
there is around Melling and the Lune 
Valley, in context, from the Mesolithic 
to the Post Conquest period, around 
1300.

Debbie Stevenson is an amateur 
historian who lives in Melling, 
Lancashire.
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MELLING VILLAGE HALL EVENTS

The AGM of Melling Village Hall will take place at 6pm on Friday 
5th June 2026 in the Hall.

Why not come along and see what’s happening, share your 
ideas, and may be get involved?

Are you interested in joining the committee? 
Why not contact:  
Mary: 07970705496  
Sandra: 07713883632
for more info.

MELLING VILLAGE HALL PUB NIGHTS 
Friday 5th June, from 7.30pm.
Friday 3rd July, from 7.30pm

Why not come along, meet up with friends and  
have a great start to the weekend.

MOVIE NIGHT Making use of 
our audio-visual equipment: 
THE CHORAL - 19th June 2026 
Doors open at 7pm and the 
film starts at 7.30pm.

The Choral is a 2025 British historical drama 
film written by Alan Bennett. Set in 1916, 
during World War I, in the fictional town of 
Ramsden, Yorkshire, the film follows the 
members of the local choral society which 
recruits a disparate group of townspeople 
for a performance of Edward Elgar’s The 
Dream of Gerontius, a work chosen because 
it was not written by a German.

News From Melling And Wrayton

Melling Craft Day
Wednesday 
 24th June

See poster for further details 
please book by  

Monday 22nd June
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News From Melling And Wrayton

LOOKING AHEAD........IN MELLING VILLAGE HALL

Village Hall 
AGM 5th June 2026 Friday 6pm

Pub Night 5th June 2026 Friday 7.30pm

Film Night 19th June 2026 – The Choral Friday 7.30pm

Craft Day 24th June 2026 Wednesday 10am-4pm

Pub Night 3rd July 2026 Friday 7.30pm

Craft Day 29th July 2026 Wednesday 10am-4pm

Contact Sandra 07713883632 or 
Mary 07970705496 for further details.

This event will be repeated 
on the last Wednesday of each month.

Warm!

Wednesday 26 March
10am - 4pm

Melling Village Hall

Plenty of room-large

tables!

£10 to include 
a soup and sandwich lunch. 
Bottomless tea and coffee

Bring your own materials& equipment
Good company

Contact Sandra 07713883632 or 
Mary 07970705496 for further details.

This event will be repeated 
on the last Wednesday of each month.

Warm!

Wednesday 26 March
10am - 4pm

Melling Village Hall

Plenty of room-large

tables!

£10 to include 
a soup and sandwich lunch. 
Bottomless tea and coffee

Bring your own materials& equipment
Good company

AGM

EASYFUNDRAISING FOR THE VILLAGE HALL

Remember Melling Village Institute are now registered with 
easyfundraising, which means you can raise FREE donations for us 
every time you shop online. 

Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – 
at no extra cost to yourself!

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really 
appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely 
FREE and only takes a moment.

Scan the QR code or you can find our easyfundraising page at: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/melling-village-institute/?utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=gs-email1.  
They also have an app. Thank you.
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News From Melling And Wrayton

St. Wilfrid’s Church is now registered as a Pilgrim Place. This is part 
of the Archbishop of York’s Faith in the North celebrations, to mark 
the importance of such buildings in spreading the Christian faith.  

There is a display on the table at the back of church, with leaflets to 
guide you, prayer cards etc. Our church is open daily and we welcome 

people to explore the building, appreciate the historical heritage and take time to 
reflect. The Heritage Open day on Saturday 20th June will further develop this theme.

The Requiem Mass, held in church and organised by the staff of Lancaster Cathedral, 
was a special occasion to celebrate the life of Ann Fenwick. It was lovely to see a full 
church, with bells being rung and a choir, and to welcome our Catholic brothers & 
sisters. Thank you to all who supported this occasion.

The funeral of Michael Murray was held in church at the beginning of May. Michael had 
lived in the village for many years, contributing to many aspects of village life. Our 
sincere condolences go to his family and all who mourn his loss. He will be missed.

On Saturday 27th June, a group 
will be walking from Tatham 
Fells to Leck, visiting each 
church in the Benefice on the 
way. The walk will begin at 
8:30am, with Morning Prayer 
at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, and is expected to end 
around 5pm, with Evensong in St. 
Peter’s. Rev Jane will be leading 
this pilgrimage walk.

Cathy Brough

NEWS FROM ST WILFRID’S CHURCH

You can now donate to the upkeep of our beautiful ancient 
church by contributing to our online fundraiser. 

Scan the QR code to get started!

Your kind donations keep the building running and the church 
an active place of worship.

We deeply appreciate all the funds we receive. Thank you!
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INGREDIENTS
●  500g turkey mince (90% to 92% lean)

●  225g button mushrooms, trimmed and very 
finely chopped

●  1 medium onion, peeled and finely chopped

●  2 garlic cloves, peeled and crushed

●  1 tablespoon oil

●  ¾ teaspoon fine sea salt

●  ½ teaspoon ground black pepper

●  1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce

●  7 tablespoons ketchup

●  60g panko or homemade breadcrumbs

●  80ml milk

●  2 large eggs, lightly beaten 

METHOD
1) Preheat the oven to 200°C. Lightly oil a rimmed baking sheet or 9-inch by 13-inch 
baking pan lined with aluminium foil.

2) Heat oil in a large frying pan over medium-low heat. Add the onion and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until softened; about 5 minutes. Add the garlic and cook until fragrant, 
about 1 minute. Stir in the mushrooms, 1/2 teaspoon salt, and 1/4 teaspoon pepper. 
Cook until the mushrooms give off their liquid and it boils away, about 10 minutes.

3) Transfer the onions and mushrooms to a large bowl and then stir in the 
Worcestershire sauce and 3 tablespoons of the ketchup. Set aside to cool for 5 minutes.

4) Combine the breadcrumbs and milk in a small bowl. Stir the breadcrumb mixture and 
the eggs into the mushrooms and onions. Using a fork or your hands, gently mix in the 
ground turkey, ¼ teaspoon salt, and ¼ teaspoon pepper. The mixture will be very wet.

5) Form the meatloaf into a 20 cm by 10 cm oval in the middle of the prepared baking 
sheet. Spread the remaining 4 tablespoons of ketchup on top.

6) Bake in the preheated oven for about 50 minutes or until thermometer inserted into 
the thickest part of the meatloaf registers 80°C. Let the meatloaf rest for 10 minutes 
before slicing.

News From Melling And Wrayton
COOKING CORNER ...TURKEY MEATLOAF
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News From The Neighbours

LUNE VALLEY SWIMMING POOL 

STAY ACTIVE WITH OUR GENTLE WATER WORKOUT CLASSES
We run a gentle water workout session each week at the pool 
with our instructor Cathy, designed to help people stay active 
in a low-impact, friendly and supportive environment.

The class is suitable for all abilities and is 
especially helpful for improving mobility, 
flexibility, and general wellbeing, all 
without putting strain on the joints. The 
water provides natural support, making 
movement easier and more comfortable.

Sessions currently take place on:

● Wednesdays at 11:45am  
(this may move to 10:45am in the future — 
we will confirm any changes)

●  Friday Mornings at 9:45am

We offer a trial session so you can come 
along and see if it’s for you, and after that sessions are available as a block of 5 for 
£42.25. These do not need to be attended consecutively, giving you flexibility to use 
them at your own pace.

Everyone is very welcome, and new faces are always encouraged to give it a try.

FOR ALL POOL ENQUIRIES:
Please contact Georgia on: 01524 805666.  
Website: www.lunevalleypool.com 
Facebook: lune valley swimming pool 
Email: poolmanager@lunevalleypool.com 
Direct line pool tel: (01524) 80566 
Lune Valley Community Society Ltd  
Charity no 1176086
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Website: www.benthamphysio.com
Email: info@benthamphysio.com

 
 
 

Private Hire Taxi 

Friendly and professional for all occasions 
 

Airport - Shopping - Train station - Evening out - Day out 
                       07901 752 892         ade_to_b 
 
 

Excellent rates 
Ade Francis 

Based in the Lune valley, 
adrianfrancis103@gmail.com meeting your needs 
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Handy Harry Services 
Property Maintenance & Repair  

(No job too small!) 

Are you looking for a reliable, local tradesman for the 
household jobs that you never get round to doing yourself?

Handy Harry Services offer a domestic repair and maintenance 
service in the locality of Lancaster and the Lune Valley.  

Estimates and advice are offered free of charge.   
Simply call the number below to arrange a convenient 

appointment. 

Mobile 07973 923 276 
Fields View. Wrayton, Carnforth, LA6 2QU 

ANDREW WHITAKER

Gardener 
Painter/Decorator 

Tel. (01524) 69806
Mob.  07900 905 026

awhitaker112@googlemail.com

ADVERTISING 

 IN THE  

MELLING CHRONICLE

The Chronicle is distributed around Melling, Wrayton 
and Wennington, therefore an advert placed will reach 
a lot of local people who are looking to support local 

businesses. 

Contact:  

The Parish Clerk 
mellingwithwraytonpc@gmail.com

mailto:mellingwithwraytonpc%40gmail.com?subject=
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BOOK YOUR PLACE BY THE MONDAY BEFORE 
call Sandra 07713883632 or Mary 07970705496

Warm!

Last Wednesday of the month
10am - 4pm

Melling Village Hall

Plenty of room-large

tables!

£12 to include 
a soup and sandwich lunch. 
Bottomless tea and coffee

Bring your own materials& equipment
Good company
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News From The Neighbours
HORNBY PENSIONERS - JUNE 2026 

DOMINOES AND WHIST EVENINGS 
These evenings will begin at 7pm in Hornby Institute. 
Meetings take place in Hornby Institute. 
For information regarding these events, please contact: 
Eileen Barton on 07780461517

• 6th June: Dominoes and Whist 
• 20th June: Dominoes

SUMMER SEASON OF TRIPS BEGINS   - HOORAY!!          
Tuesday 9th June: Full day out from 9am to 7pm to Windermere, with an optional 
boat ride. The day begins with a visit to Lakeland Plastics in Windermere, where you 
can browse the goods on offer and perhaps enjoy a coffee in their café on the First 
floor. A lift is available. The coach will then travel on to Waterhead in Ambleside, 
where you can board the boat for a delightful journey down to Bowness. Here there 
will be time to explore and have a spot of lunch. From Bowness the coach will travel 
to Beetham Garden Centre, where you may wish to browse the plants or have a cup 
of tea, to finish off your day. The cost of the trip is £12 per member or £14 for non 
-members. There is an additional cost of £12.50 for the boat journey. For those not 
wishing to go on the boat, you may travel down to Bowness on the coach.

You may book this trip by 
visiting Kath Helme at the 
Hornby Institute on Wednesday 
or Thursday morning between 
10am and 12pm. You may also 
contact Kath at these times 
on the Institute Number of 
015242 22227. Booking early is 
recommended.

TRIPS IN JULY AND AUGUST
Keswick, 7th July: Please note 
the date is earlier than normal. 
Clitheroe, 11th August: Further 
details of these trips will be 
found in a copy of the July 
Chronicle.
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MELLING WITH WRAYTON 

COMMUNITY GROUP

Keep in touch with the latest goings on 
by joining the new Melling with Wrayton 

Community Group on Facebook. 
All welcome!

dpJOINERY

David Pickering, DP Joinery

T: 07527860948 

E: dpjoineryuk@gmail.com

• Fitted wardrobes, furniture and shelves

• Window and door fitting, and repair

• Glazing and reglazing

• Kitchen installation

• Wooden flooring

• General Joinery and Handyman service

• Painting and decorating

No job too small, Don't hesitate to contact 
me to discuss your requirements
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Joules Kirkby Lonsdale 
015242 71390

Market Square, Kirkby Lonsdale, LA6 2AN

SS25 Melling Chronicle Ad 89x125mm.indd   1SS25 Melling Chronicle Ad 89x125mm.indd   1 10/04/2025   13:5910/04/2025   13:59
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Lowfold Landscapes
Garden Maintenance & Design

Planting Schemes, Turfing
Decking, Paving, Patios

Topsoil & Stone
Grass Cutting
Tree Surgery

Call Philip Howson

07816 813 848

Fully Insured

Dog Walking 
and

Dog Sitting Service

Abbie Kirkwood

07710407314
email:

abbiekirkwood16@gmail.com

Gardening 
General tidying, 

Maintenance, 
Lawn Mowing, 

Hedge Cutting, Pruning 
etc. 

Restoration of 
overgrown gardens a 

speciality. 

Reasonably priced and 
reliable service. 

Contact Stephen on 
07763860340

The Catholic church of:
St Mary’s (Hornby),

is now being looked after by the clergy at the Cathedral Parish in Lancaster. 
The serving clergy are: 

Rev Fr John Millar (Cathedral Dean) & Rev Fr Philip Wrigley.
If you need to contact the clergy, please email us at:

clergy@lancastercathedral.org.uk Website: www.lancastercathedral.org.uk

Saturday Vigil:
18:00 - St Mary’s, Hornby
18:30 – Cathedral, Lancaster

Sunday:
09:00 – St Thomas More, Lancaster
10:30 – Cathedral, Lancaster
18:30 – Cathedral, Lancaster

Parish Weekend Mass times for this area:
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News From The Neighbours
HORNBY DISTRICT RAMBLERS 2026 PROGRAMME

Meet at Hornby Car Park to leave at 9.30am prompt – Or at parking area for start of the walk

A contribution for 2026 towards fuel costs, if sharing £3 per person for the shorter distance or £4 for a longer 
distance. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION £5-00. 
Phone Jenny Herd for details of walks: 015242 21690 or contact the walk leader

DATES DISTANCE LEADER(S)

JUNE 13th 4-6 miles PETE ARMITAGE – (plarmitage@hotmail.co.uk)  

JUNE 27th 6-8 miles IAN – (07572 914693)

JULY 11th  4-6 miles JANET – (janetmkenyon@gmail.com)

JULY 25th   6-8 miles CHRIS – ( 0711 384888)

AUGUST 8th  4-6 miles APRIL AND JOHN – (07929 004215)

SEPTEMBER 12th 4-6 miles SUSAN RIGBY – (srigby@btinternet.com)

SEPTEMBER 26th  6-8 miles JENNY H –(015242 21690) 

OCTOBER 10th 4-6 miles HAZEL - (hazel.ellerbysayer169@btinternet.com) 

OCTOBER 24th 6-8 miles PETER EDGE - (015242 22176)

NOVEMBER  14th WALK, AGM  and lunch COMMITTEE

DECEMBER -12th 4-6 miles JENNY H (015242 21690)

2026 COMMITTEE 
Jenny Herd, Peter Edge, 
Chris Kynch, Richard Kenyon, 
Joan Mitton, Ros Davey

CONSTITUTION OF THE CLUB
1. The club is Hornby District Ramblers
2. The club exists to provide guided rambles for the enjoyment of the members
3. A committee of a chairperson, secretary, and treasurer and four members 

will be elected at the AGM
4. The AGM will be held in November
5. The annual subscription will be fixed at the AGM
6. Third party insurance is provided
7. Members walk at their own risk
8. Visitors on rambles are welcome
9. All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult
10. NO dogs are allowed on rambles
11. This constitution can only be amended at the AGM
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LUNESDALE PROBUS CLUB

In some ways we live in strange times: one of the wealthiest nations on earth, yet with 
many families relying on foodbanks; vast numbers of shiny and expensive motor cars 
and roads scarred by potholes; a land of great beauty, cherished by all, but with rivers 
polluted by raw sewage.

These thoughts came to my mind as I was looking at the topic of our first speaker 
in June. Most of the world is not so fortunate as us though. David Gardiner will be 
addressing us on the work of WaterAid, the organisation dedicated to helping the 
improvement of clean water supplies in the third world. Despite the present scandal 
of corporate greed and near criminal behaviour by our water companies, we take the 
provision of plentiful and safe water for granted: would that the same could be true 
elsewhere! Thanks to the work of this charity, the goal of safe water for all comes 
closer. A fascinating subject and one which I am sure many will wish to hear about. 
David’s talk is on June 1st at our usual time and place. Friends, family, guests and 
visitors are always welcome.

On a completely different note, on June 15th, Mike Winstanley, who has talked to 
us previously on Muck, Medicine and Mortality, will take us Away From It All with a 
look at the rise of the English seaside holiday resort in the nineteenth century. There 
can be few things more central to our popular culture than all the images that the 
thought of holidays by 
the sea bring to mind: 
donkey rides, ice creams, 
squealing teens on 
rollercoasters, comically 
vulgar postcards, knotted 
handkerchief hats. The list 
is endless! And the nations 
favourite comic even 
renamed himself after our 
local resort! But where 
did it all begin? Over to 
you, Mike!

Come and join us at the Institute in Hornby on the first and third Mondays of the 
month from 10am for coffee and a biscuit with the talk commencing at 10.30am.  
New members always particularly welcome! Questions, suggestions to me.

John Poole, Secretary, tel 07713827032 or email to patheticdad@gmail.com

News From The Neighbours
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Graham Fawcett Plant Limited      015242 62888 

Unit 3 Bentham Industrial Estate, Bentham LA2 7NB 

Tractor Mowers ▪ Self Propelled & Push Mowers  

Chains, Bars and Accessories ▪ Oil ▪                        
Chain and Blade Sharpening 

Chainsaws ▪ Hedge Trimmers ▪ Strimmers ▪ Blowers 

* ALSO, SERVICE OF ALL TYPES OF TRAILERS * 

 

 

HAYTER and TORO mower range now in stock. 
 

STIHL PRODUCTS IN STOCK.  RANGE OF MOWERS IN STOCK. PART EX WELCOME. 

GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICE & SALES 

CLEANING
ERRANDS / SHOPPING

DOMESTIC HELP / HOME CARE

20 minute welfare checks or
longer appointments available.

Independent, qualified carer,
Local, fully insured, DBS checked.

www.kirkbylonsdalehomehelp.co.uk
sue@kirkbylonsdalehomehelp.co.uk

07481896573
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